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SoiL Thornton, Choosing Suitor, installation view, Secession 2023, Photo: Sophie Pölzol 

 

How much is said today about the fact that art institutions should lower and remove barriers. And then the Wiener 

Secession barricades the entrance to its main room immediately with a man-high brown wall made of material for 

inflatables and reminiscent of a bounce house sofa. Whoever enters the space after all (you have to go to the back of the 

Art Nouveau building), can still until November 12 experience an installation by SoiL Thornton - an artist who does not 

define their gender identity and uses the pronoun "they". The pictures, drawings and objects that populate the installation, 

which is worth seeing for its spatial effect alone, are also about ambiguity -- in names, pictures, plush figures and 

disguised social media profiles. If you let it sink in, you can discover some humor and lightness in it. However, it could 

be that the conscientious declination of identity discourses is the greater barrier to access than the bounce house sofa 

wall. 
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